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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to the amendment dated 5/31/05. Claims 25, 
48, and 68 are cancelled. Claims 1,15, 28-30, 41, 51, and 61 are independent 
claims. Claims 1-24, 26-47, 49-67, 69-70 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
inventbn was made. 

Claims 1-7, 9-20, 22-24, 26-36, 38-46, 49-57, 59-66, 69-70 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matheny et al (USP 
6259446), and further in view of Ciccone, Jr. et al. (US 6338149). 

1 . As per claim 1 , Matheny et al. teach 

Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary - Ten Edition defines 
dictionary as "a list (as of items of data or words) stored in a computer for 
reference (as for information retrieval or word processing)". 
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providing a dictionary file data structure having a plurality of unique inquiries for 
ascertaining state information on at least one computer system — col . 1 , line 30 to 
col. 2, line 6; fig. 12, elements 1200-1290. 

said plurality of unique inquiries being organized into at least one subject group, 
each subject group being directed to a different piece of said state information - 
col. 20, lines 25-43. 

at least one group of said at least one subject group having multiple records of 
inguirv : processing at least one inouirv of said plurality of inquiries of said 
dictionary file to accumulate said state information, said processing comprising 
for each group of said at least one group having multiple unique records of 
inquiry -col. 1, line 30 to col. 2, line 6; fig. 12, elements 1200-1290. 

processing a record of said multiple unique records of inquiry, and if a condition 
of said record is satisfied then terminating processing of said group, otherwise 
processing a next record of said multiple unique records of inquiry and continuing 
until a condition of one record of said multiple records of inquiry is satisfied or all 
records of said multiple records of inquiry of said group have been processed - 
col. 1 , line 59 to col. 2, line 6; fig. 12; col. 35, line 64 to col. 36, line 3. Matheny et 
al. also teach network and remote machine - col. 6, lines 43-57. 

However, Matheny et al. do not explicitly disclose "a central location". 
Ciccone, Jr. et al. further improve the Matheny et al.'s limitation of "said plurality 
of unique inquiries being organized into at least one subject group, each subject 
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group being directed to a different piece of said state information" by teaching 
change monitoring system for a computer system - the title. Ciccone, Jr. et al. 
teach a system employs a "template" concept to monitor platforms, products... 
The templates for the products list all of the objects included in that product. 
Examples of objects (and their attributes) are platform, files, processes, disk 
storage - col. 3, lines 39-67; state check list - col. 14, lines 3-27. Ciccone, Jr. et 
al. teach the system 2 preferably employs a client-server architecture, and the 
monitoring node 22 periodically checks the platforms and products of the 
computer system 4 to determine whether they match the stored templates..., 
also the central help facility - col. 3, lines 27-67; computer systems - col. 2, lines 
39-66. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine Ciccone, Jr. et al.'s teaching with Matheny et 
al.'s teaching in order allow the monitoring of different objects efficiently. 

2. As per claim 2, Matheny et al. do not explicitly teach wherein said at least one 
subject group comprises multiple subject groups. However, Ciccone, Jr. et al. 
teach at least one subject group comprises multiple subject groups - col. 3, 
lines 39-67; col. 14, lines 3-27. 

3. As per claim 3, Matheny et al. teach wherein multiple inquiries of said plurality 
of instructions, each instruction condition of said instruction inquiries comprise 
providing a result when a is satisfied - col. 1 , line 45 to col. 2, line 6. 
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4. As per claims 4-5, Matheny et al. teach collecting results of said instructions 
into a file, said file being representative of said state of said computer system; 
wherein each inquiry of said plurality of inquiries is an instruction which 
provides a result when a condition of said instruction is satisfied - fig. 12; col. 
17, lines 9-55; col. 23, lines 5-49. 

5. As per claims 6-7, Matheny et al. teach 

transferring said file to an information repository coupled to said computer 
system across a network; wherein said computer system comprises one 
computer system of a plurality of computer systems coupled to said network - 
col. 6, lines 43-51; fig. 12, elements 1230-1290; col. 7, lines 31-41. 

6. As per claim 9, Matheny et al. teach wherein at least one record of inquiry of 
said multiple records of inquiry comprises an instruction which provides a 
result when a condition of said instruction is satisfied, said result comprising 
state information for said group having said record when the condition of said 
instruction is satisfied - col. 1, lines 59-65; fig. 12; col. 23, lines 26-49; col. 27, 
lines 1-5. 

7. As per claims 10-11, Matheny et al. teach 

one computer system within a network of computer systems, and wherein said 
providing comprises reading said dictionary file from a server coupled to said 
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network to said one computer system to gather said state information thereon - 
col. 6, lines 43-51; fig. 12, elements 1230-1290. 

8. As per claim 12, Matheny et al. teach processing each group of said at least 
one subject group, and setting group substitution variables for output upon 
initiation of processing of each group of said at least one subject group - col. 
1, line 30 to col. 2, line 6; col. 23, lines 18-25. 

9. As per claim 13, Matheny et al. teach wherein said multiple inquiry types 
comprise at least two of: a file check inquiry, a file content check inquiry, an 
external process check inquiry, or a default inquiry for said group - col. 17, 
line 9 to col. 18, line 5. 

10. As per claim 14, Matheny et al. teach a file inquiry which checks for 
existence of a file of a certain date, time or size and which can return file 
information ...-the abstract; col. 1, lines 30-45; col. 6, lines 17-32. 

1 1 . Claims 8,21, 37, 47, 58, 67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Matheny et al. (USP 6259446), Ciccone, Jr. et al. (US 
6338149), and further in view of Datig (US 6233545). 

12. As per claims 8, 21, 37, 47, 58, 67, Matheny et al. and Ciccone, Jr. et al. do 
not explicitly suggest wherein said dictionary file comprises a rules database 
in an ASCII file. However, Datig teach instruction sets built into the 
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procedures of the rule sets and databases that operate on ASCII operating 
schemes - col. 408, lines 5-8. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to allow rule sets/database 
to be in ASCII file in order for system status checks processed efficiently. 

13. Claims 29-40, 51-60 claims the same subject matters as of claims 1-14, are 
rejected based on the same ground of rejection. 

1 4. Matheny anticipated the independent claims 15, 28, 41, and 61 by the 
following: 

providing a dictionary file data structure having a plurality of unique inquiries for 
ascertaining state information on at least one computer system - col. 1 , line 30 to 
col. 2, line 6; fig. 12, elements 1200-1290. 

at least one inquiry of said plurality of unique inquiries within the dictionary file 
data structure comprising an instruction having a result which is automatically 
output when a condition of said instruction is satisfied, each result being 
predefined in said dictionary file data structure - col. 1, lines 59-65; col. 23, lines 
26-66; col. 27, lines 1-5. 

wherein said plurality of inquiries comprise at least one of a file check inquiry, a 
file content check inquiry, an external process check inquiry, or a default inquiry - 
col. 17, line 9 to col. 18, line 5. 

processing at least one inquiry of said dictionary file to accumulate said state 
information - col. 35, line 64 to col. 36, line 3; col. 32, lines 25-32. 
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processing at least one inquiry ...at least one instruction - col. 1, line 59 to col. 2, 
line 6; col. 35, line 64 to col. 36, line 3; col. 32, lines 7-32. Matheny et al. also 
teach network and remote machine - col. 6, lines 43-57. 

However, Matheny et al. do not explicitly disclose "a central location". 
Ciccone, Jr. et al. further improve the Matheny et al.'s limitation of "said plurality 
of unique inquiries being organized into at least one subject group, each subject 
group being directed to a different piece of said state information" by teaching 
change monitoring system for a computer system - the title. Ciccone, Jr. et al. 
teach a system employs a "template" concept to monitor platforms, products... 
The templates for the products list all of the objects included in that product. 
Examples of objects (and their attributes) are platform, files, processes, disk 
storage - col. 3, lines 39-67; state check list - col. 14, lines 3-27. Ciccone, Jr. et 
al. teach the system 2 preferably employs a client-server architecture, and the 
monitoring node 22 periodically checks the platforms and products of the 
computer system 4 to determine whether they match the stored templates... , 
also the central help facility - col. 3, lines 27-67; computer systems - col. 2, lines 
39-66. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine Ciccone, Jr. et al.'s teaching with Matheny et 
al.'s teaching in order allow the monitoring of different objects efficiently. 



15. Matheny anticipated the independent claims 16, 42, 62 by the following: 
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wherein said at least one inquiry comprising said instruction comprises multiple 
inquiries of said plurality of inquiries, each instruction having a result which is 
output when a condition of said instruction is satisfied - col. 1 , line 45 to col. 2, 
line 6. 

16. Matheny anticipated the independent claims 17-18, 43-44, 63-64 by the 
following: 

collecting results of said instructions into a file, said file being representative of 
said state of the computer system; wherein each inquiry of said plurality of 
inquiries is an instruction which provides a result when a condition of said 
instruction is satisfied - fig. 12; col. 17, lines 9-55; col. 23, lines 5-49. 

17. Matheny anticipated the independent claims 19-20, 45-46, 65-66 by the 
following: 

transferring said file to an information repository coupled to said computer 
system across a network; wherein said computer system comprises one 
computer system of a plurality of computer systems coupled to said network - 
col. 6, lines 43-51; fig. 12, elements 1230-1290; col. 7, lines 31-41. 

18. Matheny anticipated the independent claims 22-24 by the following: 

one computer system within a network of computer systems, and wherein said 
providing comprises reading said dictionary file from a server coupled to said 
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network to said one computer system to gather said state information thereon - 
col. 6, lines 43-51; fig. 12, elements 1230-1290. 

1 9. Matheny anticipated the independent claims 26, 49, 69 by the following: 

a file inquiry which checks for existence of a file of a certain date, time or size 
and which can return file information ...-the abstract; col. 1, lines 30-45; col. 6, 
lines 17-32. 

20. Matheny anticipated the independent claims 27, 50, 70 by the following: 
wherein said plurality of inquiries are organized into at least one subject group , 
each subject group being directed to a different piece of said state information, at 
least one group of the at least one subject group having multiple instructions, and 
processing each instruction of each group of the at least one group having 
multiple instructions such that if a condition of the instruction is satisfied then 
terminating processing of the 

group, otherwise processing a next instruction of the multiple instructions within 
the group and continuing until a condition of one instruction of the multiple 
instructions is satisfied or until all instructions of the multiple instructions of the 
group have been processed - col. 20, lines 25-43. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 5/31/05 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant amended independent claims 1, 15,... to include 
the limitation "a central location" and "network of computer systems". Examiner 
finds that Matheny et al. do teach network and remote machine - col. 6, lines 43- 
57 and Ciccone, Jr. et al. teach the system 2 preferably employs a client-server 
architecture, and the monitoring node 22 periodically checks the platforms and 
products of the computer system 4 to determine whether they match the stored 
templates... , the central help facility - col. 3, lines 27-67; computer systems - col. 
2, lines 39-66. Matheny et al. do teach a list of menu items containing containing 
a command and variables that reflect the command's current appearance. This 
includes status information determinative of the menu item's state - col. 1, line 
30 to col. 2, line 7. As the Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary - Ten Edition 
defines dictionary as "a list (as of items of data or words) stored in a computer for 
reference (as for information retrieval or word processing)". Examiner interprets 
Applicant's limitation "dictionary" is equivalent to Matheny et al.'s teaching of "list 
of menu items" 

Regarding Applicant's argument on page 22, first and second paragraphs, 
of the document dated 5/31/05, that Matheny fails to uncover any teaching or 
suggestion of such a data structure. Examiner disagrees. Examiner finds that 
Matheny et al. teach a menu item is another object data structure containing a 
command sequence. The menu item is added to a list of menu items - col. 1 , 
lines 30-45; fig. 12. Regarding to the argument that Matheny and Ciccone fail to 
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uncover any discussion of implication of a technique for gathering information on 
the state of a network of computer systems or not arrangement of inquiries in a 
common dictionary data structure is set forth. Examiner disagrees. Matheny et 
al. teach a technique for gathering information on the state of a network of 
computer system and commands are queried by the menu system - col. 1, line 
29 to col. 2, line 7. Ciccone, Jr. et al. further teach a system employs a 
"template" concept to monitor platforms, products... The templates for the 
products list all of the objects included in that product. Examples of objects (and 
their attributes) are platform, files, processes, disk storage - col. 3, lines 39-67; 
state check list - col. 14, lines 3-27. Regarding Applicant's argurment that if a 
condition of the record is satisfied then terminating processing of the group, 
Matheny et al. teach if a condition is right then terminate a process - col. 31 , 
lines 29-32. Ciccone, Jr. et al. further teach checking of system objects - col. 3, 
lines 49-67; col. 1 1 , line 49 to col. 12, line 65. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
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period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to LINH BLACK whose telephone number is 
571-272-4106. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, JOHN BREENE can be reached on 571-272-4107. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




LINH BLACK 
Examiner 
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